
Common Chord Progressions
Here are some of the most popular chord progressions for songwriting. These are

used in thousands of songs and are an amazing way to get started picking harmony

for your lyrics.

1. I - V - vi - IV 5. vi - IV - I - V

2. I - IV - V - IV 6. IV - iii - ii - I

3. I - vi - IV - V 7. ii - V - I - vi

4. ii - IV - I - V 8. I - vi - ii - V

Looking for more fun? Here are four progressions with altered chords (outside of the key):

9. I - III - IV - iv 11. I - iv - IV - V

10. I - IV - vi - ♭VI 12. I - II - IV - V

Experiment with combining these in different ways to create all sorts of harmony:
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Major Scale Chords

I ii iii IV V vi
C Dm Em F G Am

D E m Fm G A B m

D Em F#m G A Bm

E Fm Gm A B Cm

E F#m G#m A B C#m

F Gm Am B C Dm

F# G#m A#m B C# D#m

G Am Bm C D Em

A B m Cm D E Fm

A Bm C#m D E F#m

B Cm Dm E F Gm

B C#m D#m E F# G#m

1 2 3 4 5 6
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I - IV - V - IV in C: Bass

C / / / F / / / G / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G

C

F

E A D G

F

G

E A D G

G

F

E A D G

F

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - IV - V - IV in C: Guitar

C / / / F / / / G / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

F

E A D G B E

1

3 4

2

1 1

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

F

E A D G B E

1

3 4

2

1 1

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - IV - V - IV in C: Keyboard

C / / / F / / / G / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C
C - E - G

F
F - A - C

G
G - B - D

F
F - A - C

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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I - IV - V - IV in C: Ukulele

C / / / F / / / G / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

G C E A

o o o

3

F

G C E A

2

o

1

o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

F

G C E A

2

o

1

o

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - IV - V - IV in D: Bass

D / / / G / / / A / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G

D

G

E A D G

G

A

E A D G

A

G

E A D G

G

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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I - IV - V - IV in D: Guitar

D / / / G / / / A / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

A

E A D G B E

x o

1 2 3

o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - IV - V - IV in D: Keyboard

D / / / G / / / A / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D
D - F# - A

G
G - B - D

A
A - C# - E

G
G - B - D

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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I - IV - V - IV in D: Ukulele

D / / / G / / / A / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

A

G C E A

2

1

o o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes

THE ALLEE WILLIS FOUNDATION © 2026 • ALLEEWILLIS.ORG

I - IV - V - IV in D: Ukulele • Handout



I - IV - V - IV in G: Bass

G / / / C / / / D / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G

G

C

E A D G

C

D

E A D G

D

C

E A D G

C

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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I - IV - V - IV in G: Guitar

G / / / C / / / D / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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I - IV - V - IV in G: Keyboard

G / / / C / / / D / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G
G - B - D

C
C - E - G

D
D - F# - A

C
C - E - G

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B
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I - IV - V - IV in G: Ukulele

G / / / C / / / D / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

C

G C E A

o o o

3

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

C

G C E A

o o o

3

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in C: Bass

C / / / G / / / Am / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G

C

G

E A D G

G

Am

E A D G

A

F

E A D G

F

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in C: Guitar

C / / / G / / / Am / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

F

E A D G B E

1

3 4

2

1 1

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in C: Keyboard

C / / / G / / / Am / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C
C - E - G

G
G - B - D

Am
A - C - E

F
F - A - C

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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I - V - vi - IV in C: Ukulele

C / / / G / / / Am / / / F / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

G C E A

o o o

3

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

F

G C E A

2

o

1

o

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in D: Bass

D / / / A / / / Bm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G

D

A

E A D G

A

Bm

E A D G

B

G

E A D G

G

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in D: Guitar

D / / / A / / / Bm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

A

E A D G B E

x o

1 2 3

o

Bm

E A D G B E

x

1

3 4

2

1

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in D: Keyboard

D / / / A / / / Bm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D
D - F# - A

A
A - C# - E

Bm
B - D - F#

G
G - B - D

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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I - V - vi - IV in D: Ukulele

D / / / A / / / Bm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

A

G C E A

2

1

o o

Bm

G C E A

3

1 1 1

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in G: Bass

G / / / D / / / Em / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G

G

D

E A D G

D

Em

E A D G

E

C

E A D G

C

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes

THE ALLEE WILLIS FOUNDATION © 2026 • ALLEEWILLIS.ORG

I - V - vi - IV in G: Bass • Handout



I - V - vi - IV in G: Guitar

G / / / D / / / Em / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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I - V - vi - IV in G: Keyboard

G / / / D / / / Em / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G
G - B - D

D
D - F# - A

Em
E - G - B

C
C - E - G

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B
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I - V - vi - IV in G: Ukulele

G / / / D / / / Em / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

C

G C E A

o o o

3

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in C: Bass

C / / / Am / / / Dm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G

C

Am

E A D G

A

Dm

E A D G

D

G

E A D G

G

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in C: Guitar

C / / / Am / / / Dm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

Dm

E A D G B E

x x o

2

3

1

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in C: Keyboard

C / / / Am / / / Dm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C
C - E - G

Am
A - C - E

Dm
D - F - A

G
G - B - D

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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I - vi - ii - V in C: Ukulele

C / / / Am / / / Dm / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

G C E A

o o o

3

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

Dm

G C E A

2 3

1

o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in D: Bass

D / / / Bm / / / Em / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G

D

Bm

E A D G

B

Em

E A D G

E

A

E A D G

A

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in D: Guitar

D / / / Bm / / / Em / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

Bm

E A D G B E

x

1

3 4

2

1

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

A

E A D G B E

x o

1 2 3

o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in D: Keyboard

D / / / Bm / / / Em / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D
D - F# - A

Bm
B - D - F#

Em
E - G - B

A
A - C# - E

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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I - vi - ii - V in D: Ukulele

D / / / Bm / / / Em / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

Bm

G C E A

3

1 1 1

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

A

G C E A

2

1

o o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in G: Bass

G / / / Em / / / Am / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G

G

Em

E A D G

E

Am

E A D G

A

D

E A D G

D

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in G: Guitar

G / / / Em / / / Am / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - ii - V in G: Keyboard

G / / / Em / / / Am / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G
G - B - D

Em
E - G - B

Am
A - C - E

D
D - F# - A

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B
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I - vi - ii - V in G: Ukulele

G / / / Em / / / Am / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in C: Bass

C / / / Am / / / F / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G

C

Am

E A D G

A

F

E A D G

F

G

E A D G

G

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in C: Guitar

C / / / Am / / / F / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

F

E A D G B E

1

3 4

2

1 1

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in C: Keyboard

C / / / Am / / / F / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C
C - E - G

Am
A - C - E

F
F - A - C

G
G - B - D

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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I - vi - IV - V in C: Ukulele

C / / / Am / / / F / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

G C E A

o o o

3

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

F

G C E A

2

o

1

o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in D: Bass

D / / / Bm / / / G / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G

D

Bm

E A D G

B

G

E A D G

G

A

E A D G

A

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in D: Guitar

D / / / Bm / / / G / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

Bm

E A D G B E

x

1

3 4

2

1

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

A

E A D G B E

x o

1 2 3

o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in D: Keyboard

D / / / Bm / / / G / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D
D - F# - A

Bm
B - D - F#

G
G - B - D

A
A - C# - E

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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I - vi - IV - V in D: Ukulele

D / / / Bm / / / G / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

Bm

G C E A

3

1 1 1

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

A

G C E A

2

1

o o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in G: Bass

G / / / Em / / / C / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G

G

Em

E A D G

E

C

E A D G

C

D

E A D G

D

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in G: Guitar

G / / / Em / / / C / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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I - vi - IV - V in G: Keyboard

G / / / Em / / / C / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G
G - B - D

Em
E - G - B

C
C - E - G

D
D - F# - A

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B
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I - vi - IV - V in G: Ukulele

G / / / Em / / / C / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

C

G C E A

o o o

3

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in C: Bass

Dm / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm

E A D G

D

F

E A D G

F

C

E A D G

C

G

E A D G

G

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in C: Guitar

Dm / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm

E A D G B E

x x o

2

3

1

F

E A D G B E

1

3 4

2

1 1

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in C: Keyboard

Dm / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm
D - F - A

F
F - A - C

C
C - E - G

G
G - B - D

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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ii - IV - I - V in C: Ukulele

Dm / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm

G C E A

2 3

1

o

F

G C E A

2

o

1

o

C

G C E A

o o o

3

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in D: Bass

Em / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

E A D G

E

G

E A D G

G

D

E A D G

D

A

E A D G

A

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in D: Guitar

Em / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

A

E A D G B E

x o

1 2 3

o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in D: Keyboard

Em / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em
E - G - B

G
G - B - D

D
D - F# - A

A
A - C# - E

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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ii - IV - I - V in D: Ukulele

Em / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

A

G C E A

2

1

o o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in G: Bass

Am / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

E A D G

A

C

E A D G

C

G

E A D G

G

D

E A D G

D

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in G: Guitar

Am / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - IV - I - V in G: Keyboard

Am / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am
A - C - E

C
C - E - G

G
G - B - D

D
D - F# - A

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B
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ii - IV - I - V in G: Ukulele

Am / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

C

G C E A

o o o

3

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in C: Bass

Dm / / / G / / / C / / / Am / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm

E A D G

D

G

E A D G

G

C

E A D G

C

Am

E A D G

A

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in C: Guitar

Dm / / / G / / / C / / / Am / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm

E A D G B E

x x o

2

3

1

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in C: Keyboard

Dm / / / G / / / C / / / Am / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm
D - F - A

G
G - B - D

C
C - E - G

Am
A - C - E

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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ii - V - I - vi in C: Ukulele

Dm / / / G / / / C / / / Am / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Dm

G C E A

2 3

1

o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

C

G C E A

o o o

3

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in D: Bass

Em / / / A / / / D / / / Bm / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

E A D G

E

A

E A D G

A

D

E A D G

D

Bm

E A D G

B

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in D: Guitar

Em / / / A / / / D / / / Bm / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

A

E A D G B E

x o

1 2 3

o

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

Bm

E A D G B E

x

1

3 4

2

1

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in D: Keyboard

Em / / / A / / / D / / / Bm / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em
E - G - B

A
A - C# - E

D
D - F# - A

Bm
B - D - F#

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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ii - V - I - vi in D: Ukulele

Em / / / A / / / D / / / Bm / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

A

G C E A

2

1

o o

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

Bm

G C E A

3

1 1 1

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in G: Bass

Am / / / D / / / G / / / Em / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

E A D G

A

D

E A D G

D

G

E A D G

G

Em

E A D G

E

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in G: Guitar

Am / / / D / / / G / / / Em / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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ii - V - I - vi in G: Keyboard

Am / / / D / / / G / / / Em / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am
A - C - E

D
D - F# - A

G
G - B - D

Em
E - G - B

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B

THE ALLEE WILLIS FOUNDATION © 2026 • ALLEEWILLIS.ORG

ii - V - I - vi in G: Keyboard • Handout



ii - V - I - vi in G: Ukulele

Am / / / D / / / G / / / Em / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in C: Bass

F / / / Em / / / Dm / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

F

E A D G

F

Em

E A D G

E

Dm

E A D G

D

C

E A D G

C

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in C: Guitar

F / / / Em / / / Dm / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

F

E A D G B E

1

3 4

2

1 1

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

Dm

E A D G B E

x x o

2

3

1

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in C: Keyboard

F / / / Em / / / Dm / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

F
F - A - C

Em
E - G - B

Dm
D - F - A

C
C - E - G

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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IV - iii - ii - I in C: Ukulele

F / / / Em / / / Dm / / / C / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

F

G C E A

2

o

1

o

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

Dm

G C E A

2 3

1

o

C

G C E A

o o o

3

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in D: Bass

G / / / F#m / / / Em / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G

G

F#m

E A D G

F#

Em

E A D G

E

D

E A D G

D

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in D: Guitar

G / / / F#m / / / Em / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

F#m

E A D G B E

1

3 4

1 1 1

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in D: Keyboard

G / / / F#m / / / Em / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G
G - B - D

F#m
F# - A - C#

Em
E - G - B

D
D - F# - A

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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IV - iii - ii - I in D: Ukulele

G / / / F#m / / / Em / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

F#m

G C E A

2

1

3

o

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in G: Bass

C / / / Bm / / / Am / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G

C

Bm

E A D G

B

Am

E A D G

A

G

E A D G

G

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in G: Guitar

C / / / Bm / / / Am / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

Bm

E A D G B E

x

1

3 4

2

1

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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IV - iii - ii - I in G: Keyboard

C / / / Bm / / / Am / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C
C - E - G

Bm
B - D - F#

Am
A - C - E

G
G - B - D

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B
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IV - iii - ii - I in G: Ukulele

C / / / Bm / / / Am / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

C

G C E A

o o o

3

Bm

G C E A

3

1 1 1

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in C: Bass

Am / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

E A D G

A

F

E A D G

F

C

E A D G

C

G

E A D G

G

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in C: Guitar

Am / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

E A D G B E

x o

2 3

1

o

F

E A D G B E

1

3 4

2

1 1

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

5 6 7 8

E

A

D

G

B

E

A C

D E

G A

C D

E G

A C

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in C: Keyboard

Am / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am
A - C - E

F
F - A - C

C
C - E - G

G
G - B - D

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B

C

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A B
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vi - IV - I - V in C: Ukulele

Am / / / F / / / C / / / G / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Am

G C E A

2

o o o

F

G C E A

2

o

1

o

C

G C E A

o o o

3

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

C PENTATONIC SCALE C D E G A

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A C

D E

G A

C D

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in D: Bass

Bm / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Bm

E A D G

B

G

E A D G

G

D

E A D G

D

A

E A D G

A

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

F# A

B D

E F#

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in D: Guitar

Bm / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Bm

E A D G B E

x

1

3 4

2

1

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

A

E A D G B E

x o

1 2 3

o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

7 8 9 10

E

A

D

G

B

E

B D

E F#

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in D: Keyboard

Bm / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Bm
B - D - F#

G
G - B - D

D
D - F# - A

A
A - C# - E

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F G

A

A

B

B

F# F#
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vi - IV - I - V in D: Ukulele

Bm / / / G / / / D / / / A / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Bm

G C E A

3

1 1 1

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

A

G C E A

2

1

o o

D PENTATONIC SCALE D E F# A B

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

F# A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in G: Bass

Em / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

E A D G

E

C

E A D G

C

G

E A D G

G

D

E A D G

D

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

G A

B D

E G

A B

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in G: Guitar

Em / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

E A D G B E

o

2 3

o o o

C

E A D G B E

x

3

2

o

1

o

G

E A D G B E

3

2

o o o

4

D

E A D G B E

x x o

1

3

2

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

2 3 4 5

E

A

D

G

B

E

G A

B D

E G

A B

D E

G A

Root notes Scale notes
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vi - IV - I - V in G: Keyboard

Em / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em
E - G - B

C
C - E - G

G
G - B - D

D
D - F# - A

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B C

D

D

E

E F

G

G

A

A

B

B
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vi - IV - I - V in G: Ukulele

Em / / / C / / / G / / / D / / /

Play each chord for four beats. The slashes show beats 2, 3, and 4.

Em

G C E A

o

3

2

1

C

G C E A

o o o

3

G

G C E A

o

1

3

2

D

G C E A

1 2 3

o

G PENTATONIC SCALE G A B D E

1 2 3 4 5

G

C

E

A

A B

D E

G A

B D

Root notes Scale notes
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